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W.E.B. Du Bois: a chronology 1934 to 1963 

1934 returns to Atlanta University as Head, Department of    
 Sociology; publishes Black Reconstruction.
1944  returns to NAACP as Director of Publicity and Research.
1945  attends founding conference of the United Nations in San 
 Francisco as representative of the NAACP; petitions the 
 UN to endorse racial equality and to bring to a close the 
 colonial era; attends the 5th Pan-African Congress, in 
 Manchester, England aimed at the economic, intellectual 
 and political cooperation of the African countries and the 
 end of imperial rule.
1948 serves as co-Chairman of the Council of African Affairs. 
1949  attends the World Congress of the Partisans of Peace in   
 Paris; the Congress features prominent delegates to 
 promote the further unification and coordination of the 
 forces fighting against the threat of war and cold war 
 militarism; the Congress is perceived by the US as 
 Communist inspired.
1950  serves as chairman of the Peace Information Center in 
 New York; the center is the US sponsor for the Stockholm  
  Peace Petition, the international appeal to governments 
 around  the world to ban all nuclear weapons; is indicted 
 as an alleged ‘foreign agent’ for refusing to register under 
 the Foreign Agents Registration Act of 1938.
1951 acquittal; case is dismissed due to unsupported allegations; 
 he is 83. 
1958   passport (revoked as a result of his 1951 trial) returned 
 and at the age of 90 he extensively tours Russia and China. 
1959 awarded the Lenin Peace Prize for ‘strengthening world   
 peace’.  
1961  joins the Communist Party of the United States, incensed 
 by the Supreme Court’s upholding of the 1950 McCarran 
 Act; at the invitation from President Kwame Nkrumah to 
 edit the Encyclopedia Africana takes up residence in 
 Accra, Ghana. 
1963 becomes a citizen of Ghana; dies on August 27th (the eve 
 of the March on Washington on August 28th); he was 95.
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